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LETTER FROM THE 

COMMITTEE

Welcome to the 29th annual Bids for Kids!

Thank you for joining the Wabtec Program Members in support of 

these three incredible organizations – the Boys & Girls Club of Erie 

and Western PA, the Make-A-Wish Foundation, and Shriners 

Children’s Erie.

We hope you have a wonderful night filled with fun, games, and 

charitable giving. All donations allow these organizations to continue 

living their mission statements and serving children in Western 

Pennsylvania.

Your support and generosity is greatly appreciated and will make a 

difference in the lives of many children in our community. We want to 

personally thank all the donors, volunteers, program members, and 

advertisers for their efforts to make this event possible.

We hope that you enjoy tonight and everything we have planned for 

you. Together, let’s make this the most successful Bids for Kids yet!

Sincerely,

Bids for Kids 2024 Committee
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MISSION STATEMENTS
Boys & Girls Club of Erie

The Boys & Girls Club of Erie is a non-profit guidance and youth development agency 

founded in 1895.  Through guidance and youth development programs and activities, the 

Boys & Girls Club of Erie inspires and enables young people to achieve their full potential 

as knowledgeable, caring, contributing citizens. 

Boys & Girls Club of Western Pennsylvania

The Boys & Girls Club of Western Pennsylvania’s mission is to activate and advance the 

potential in every child by doing whatever it takes to ensure they have great futures.

Shriners Children’s Erie

Shriners Children’s has a mission to:

• Provide the highest quality care to children with 

neuromusculoskeletal conditions, burn injuries and other special healthcare needs within a 

compassionate, family-centered and collaborative care environment.

• Provide for the education of physicians and other healthcare professionals.

• Conduct research to discover new knowledge that improves the quality of care and quality 

of life of children and families.

This mission is carried out without regard to race, color, creed, sex or 

sect, disability, national origin or ability of a patient or family to pay.

Make-A-Wish Foundation

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Pennsylvania and Southern West Virginia grants the 

wishes of children living with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human 

experience with hope, strength and joy. From the donations collected by Make-A-Wish, the 

entire family of the Wish Kid can experience the magic at no cost.
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EVENING AGENDA
5:15: Event Begins

 Check-in

5:30: Pre-dinner Activities (Open Bar and Photobooth)

6:15: Call to Seat

 Opening Remarks

6:30: Dinner Served

7:00: Charity Speakers

 Boys and Girls Club / Make-A-Wish 

 Shriners Children’s (Erie) / UPMC Children’s Hospital Foundation (Pittsburgh)

7:45:  Silent Auction Countdown Begins

  Dessert Served

8:00: Silent Auction Closes

 Online Broadcast Begins

 Pied for Kids Video

8:15: Live Auction Begins

8:45: Live Auction Ends

 Best Dressed Selected

9:00: Online Broadcast Ends

 50/50 & Raffle Winners Announced

 Diamond Decadence Winner Announced (Erie Only)

 Closing Remarks

9:15: Event Concludes
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DONORS & 
SPONSORSHIPS

Platinum: $5,000+

Gold: $2,000-$4,999

Silver: $1,000-$1,999

Bronze: $500-$900

Copper: Up To $500
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Sara Danowski

Emily Barr

Paula Carolina Cupich
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FEATURED KIDS:
Boys and Girls Club of Erie 

Ahmed
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FEATURED KIDS:

Ahmed Kamel, age 19, was a 9-year member of the Boys & Girls Club.  In 
2023, he graduated with honors, from the Northwest Pennsylvania 
Collegiate Academy.  To escape the increasingly dangerous and politically 
uncertain times in Bagdad, Iraq, his family immigrated to the United States 
when he was 2 years old.  It was initially very difficult for his family to adapt 
to being in a new country and dealing with a significant language barrier.  
Seeking to make the most of their opportunities, Ahmed’s mother put a 
very strong emphasis on education.  Ahmed became an “A” student; 
however, he did find it difficult being a Muslim living in America.  He 
regularly encountered anti-Muslim sentiments.  Not at the Boys & Girls 
Club though.  When he became a Club Member, he instantly made many 
new friends who accepted him despite their cultural differences.  He built 
strong, supportive relationships with staff, relationships that carry on today. 

Ahmed is a strong spokesman for the Boys & Girls Club of Erie.  Ahmed 
speaks at the Boys & Girls Club’s annual “Kiss A Pig” fundraiser and has 
been the Master of Ceremonies for the Club’s Annual Meeting since 2018.

Upon graduation, Ahmed founded Social Ambit, an international Social 
Media Marketing Agency and currently is working towards a Real Estate 
license.  His entrepreneurial spirit also has him interested in working with 
start-up companies. 

With his limitless potential and drive, and the support of the Boys & Girls 
Club, Ahmed will continue to overcome obstacles, achieve his goals and 
succeed in life.

When asked about the Club, Ahmed remarked, “The Club is not only a 
place to have fun with friends, but a place where I grew up and learned, I 
was taught respect and prepared for life.   I know the Boys & Girls Club 
will always be there for me.  I would not be the person I am today without 
the Club.”

Boys and Girls Club of Erie 



Page 11

FEATURED KIDS:
Make-A-Wish (Erie)

Claire
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FEATURED KIDS:

Fifteen-year-old Claire has faced tremendous challenges in her life. Not 

long ago, she was diagnosed with a brain tumor that turned her world 

upside down. She was thrown into countless doctors’ appointments, 

tests and treatments, all while trying to maintain her “normal” life as a 

high school student. She tried her best to stay involved in her favorite 

activities, like cross country and volleyball, but it was difficult to 

continue her regular life when the fear kept getting in the way.  

When Make-A-Wish came into her life, she had a big decision to 

make. What would bring back her joy and make her feel like a normal 

teenager? Ultimately, she decided that going on a shopping spree in 

New York City would be the experience of a lifetime. Claire and her 

family packed their bags and headed to the Big Apple around 

Christmas to have her wish come true. They stayed in the middle of 

the action and were able to see a play and explore the city during one 

of the most beautiful times of year. But the highlight of the trip was her 

shopping spree. Claire went to all her favorite stores and got to say ‘yes’ 

to everything she could ever want. She picked out a new laptop, clothes 

and even a wand from the Harry Potter store. It was truly a dream 

come true! 

Claire and her family were able to reconnect on this trip. After going 

through such a trying and scary time, it was an opportunity to forget 

about their fears and make new, happy memories together. We are 

thrilled to have Claire and her parents, Doug and Machelle joining us 

this evening to talk about their experience. 

Make-A-Wish (Erie)
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FEATURED KIDS:
Shriners Children’s Erie 

Faith
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FEATURED KIDS:

Faith, 11, of Munhall, Pennsylvania lives at home with her parents, 
Brian and Danielle, older siblings, Brian, Jr. and Bailey and 
identical twin sister, Hope. This delightful fifth grader is a patient 
ambassador for Shriners Children’s Erie and enjoys swimming, 
boating, dancing and going on vacation with her family. She 
recently started learning martial arts and is also currently learning 
to ride a bike. 

Faith and her twin sister, Hope, were diagnosed in utero with twin-
to-twin transfusion syndrome, a serious and rare condition in which 
the blood flows unequally between twins that share a placenta. 
There was a high risk of losing one or both babies. Her parents 
chose an experimental treatment that cauterized shared vessels in 
the placenta and the amniotic fluid levels balanced. The twins were 
born without complications but as time passed, Faith began to 
experience delays in her developmental milestones. Her parents 
sought answers and visited numerous specialists throughout the 
Pittsburgh area, but none was able to provide answers or a 
diagnosis. After many frustrating visits elsewhere, her family 
scheduled an appointment at Shriners Children’s Erie where 
Ozgur Dede, MD, provided a diagnosis of cerebral palsy. Her 
orthopedic team began a treatment plan that included Botox 
therapy and casting. Faith quickly progressed to walking with flat 
feet for the first time in her life. “Now Faith doesn’t let anything 
stop her!” said her mom, Danielle. “Her legs may get tight and 
sore, but she pushes through and enjoys every ounce of life!”

Shriners Children’s Erie 
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FEATURED KIDS:
Make-A-Wish (Pittsburgh) 

Aiden
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FEATURED KIDS:

Aiden Hanna, 18, is a Make-A-Wish kid from 
Gibsonia, Pennsylvania and currently attends 
Hampton High School. For his wish, he wished 
to go to the NFL Superbowl in February 2024. 
He was able to attend with a group of Make-A-
Wish kids throughout the country. Before the 
Super Bowl, he even got the chance to meet 
Pittsburgh Steelers Star TJ Watt. Aiden has also 
created his own charity named "Aiden's Helping 
Hands" to give back.

Make-A-Wish (Pittsburgh)
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FEATURED KIDS:
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

Harrison
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FEATURED KIDS:

Harrison’s journey began on July 13, 2016, when he was diagnosed 

with Stage IV Hodgkin Lymphoma at 14-years-old. Although he 

relapsed twice in both 2017 and 2018, we are delighted to say that he is 

now nearly six years cancer-free. The support of friends, family, and 

the medical community helped Harrison reach this milestone, made 

possible by the incredible physicians, nurses, and other medical staff at 

UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. After beating cancer, 

Harrison decided to pursue a degree in molecular biology at the 

University of Pittsburgh’s Honors College.

He is currently a senior at the University and will graduate later this 

month. This summer, Harrison will apply to medical school to gain the 

expertise required to become a physician. Harrison said, “One day, I 

want to give back to the medical community that saved my life by 

treating patients in a way that incorporates my past experiences, 

ensuring they know I will stand by their side while restoring their 

health.”

UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
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AUCTION TERMS & 
CONDITIONS

1. Doors open at 5:15 p.m. on Friday, April 12th, 2024.

2. Minimum bids and special rules may be announced at the Live 

Auction.

3. Please do not set maximum bids during the live auction, as this takes 

away from the live auction energy

4. All sales are final; there will be no exchange or refund except where 

specified.

5. All items are sold “as is” without warranty or representation with full 

disclaimer for any claims or liability arising out of their purchase or use 

except as may be available through or against the manufacturers or 

suppliers. Dollar values are estimates only and are not guaranteed for tax 

purposes or general value.

6. Items may be removed only with an authorized receipt.

7. All items must be removed by close of the 2024 Bids for Kids event, or 

other arrangements must be made with the Executive Committee. Where 

applicable, shipping costs will be incurred by the buyer.
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BETTERUNITE FAQ’S
1. How do I log on to BetterUnite?

Logging onto BetterUnite is easy! When you purchased your ticket or were 

added as a guest by your host, you should have received a text or email from 

support@betterunite.com with a personalized link you can use to access the 

auction and the live stream!

If you can’t find your email or text, you can go to wabtecbidsforkids.com 

and click “Auction” at the top. Once you are at the auction page, you 

should see an “Already Registered?” option at the top. Click this option and 

input your email or phone to receive a confirmation code so you can log on 

and make some bids!

2. How do I preauthorize my credit card?

Before you can bid on any item you will have to preauthorize your credit 

card. This will be above the items on the right side of the page or you will 

be prompted when you go to do your first bid!

3. What happens if the live stream freezes?

Refresh your webpage! We unfortunately can’t stop all the technical issues – 

reach out if you are still having issues!

4. How do I bid on an item?

Click on the item that you want to bid on and click “Bid.” Enter in the 

amount you want to bid and click “Send Bid” to submit your bid!

5. What happens if I win an Item?

Click on the item that you want to bid on and click “Bid.” Enter in the 

amount you want to bid and click “Send Bid” to submit your bid!

mailto:support@betterunite.com
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BETTERUNITE FAQ’S
6. What is Max Bid?

A Max Bid is Silent Auction specific. You will be able to set a price point on where 

you want to bid up to! For example, if the current bid is $30, and you set your max 

bid to $60. Every time someone bids under $60, an auto bid will come from you 

above the most recent bid. When the value goes above $60 your auto bid should 

stop.

7. How do I set a Max Bid?

After you place a bid, if the amount you bid exceeds all other max bids placed by 

other bidders, you will get the option to set a max bid yourself! Simply enter the 

amount you would like and submit. The site will now auto outbid competing 

bidders for you until the item hits your max amount.

8. What if I want to cancel my max bid?

Once a bid has been placed you cannot take it back, but if you wish to cancel a max 

bid you previously set click your name in the top left of the auction page. This will 

bring up a window listing your max bids and give you the option to cancel them.

9. I’m having issues that I can’t solve on my own. Who can I contact for help?

If you’re joining us virtually and you need assistance resolving any issues you are 

facing with the website, join the Microsoft Teams meeting below:

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device through TEAMS.

Meeting ID: 213 135 433 396 Passcode: : icRFL2 or call in (audio only) +1 347-

690-4401 with the Phone Conference ID: 794 047 031

Join this call on your laptop or phone and say “I need help” in the meeting chat 

and someone will be on within a few minutes to assist you!
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SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

1. The Silent Auction is taking place online at BetterUnite

2. Bidding this year will take place on your mobile phone. Visit 

the Mobile Bidding Experts at the Registration Table or see the 

FAQ page (page 20) for directions to set up mobile bidding.

3. Prizes will be available for pick-up at check out at the end of 

the Live Auction if item is available. Otherwise, delivery 

arrangements will be made after the event. Any winner not 

present at the Auction will be notified by phone at some time 

after the event. Where applicable, shipping costs will be 

incurred by the buyer.

All sales are final.  There will be no exchanges or refunds.
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SCAN THIS QR CODE TO 
BE TAKEN TO THE 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS! 

Bids for items can be placed on this site following the QR code



Page 24

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS

1. The Live Auction will begin in the Main Ballroom around 8:15 p.m. 

and continue in a second segment after the charity speakers.  See 

above schedule for more details.

2. Make your bid by raising your number and voicing your bid until 

recognized by the auctioneer. All questions of priority and procedures 

shall be decided by the auctioneer, whose decision shall be final. (In 

person)

3. Bidders are encouraged to have their credit card information saved 

on their BetterUnite account for ease of checkout. Preauthorization 

instructions can be found on Page 20. 
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1. One Week Time Share In Florida

Donated by:  John Young 

Estimated Value: $1,500 

The lucky winning bidder can choose a 7- night stay at either the 
Sheraton Vistana Resort or Sheraton PGA Vacation Resort. 1-
bedroom condo that sleeps 4. Donated by John Young

No blackout dates, based on availability

Valid until December 31, 2024

Friday-Saturday-Sunday check-in/out

2. Komatsu Proving Grounds Site Tour

Donated by:  Komatsu America Corporation 

This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to see the world's largest trucks 
up-close! Enjoy a VIP visit for up to 4 people to Komatsu's highly 
secure and private Arizona Proving Grounds in Sahuarita, just 
outside of Tucson. You'll see the future of mining equipment during 
a full-day tour and even ride on one of the world's largest dump 
trucks! Afterward, take the memories home with you in the form of a 
mounted group photo and a die-cast model truck. Dates are flexible, 
travel and housing not included. 

Estimated Value: $3,000 

3. Boat Load of Beer

Donated by:  Mark Linebach & NPI Team

Estimated Value: $500 + a small hangover

 It's beer and a boat! What more could you need? Heading 
into summer, enjoy a 14-foot canoe paired with ~15 cases 
of variety of beer. Thanks to Mark Linebach and the Erie 
NPI, Prod & Cut-In Team for donating this Bids for Kids 
staple. *Must arrange pick up in Erie, PA 

4. Townhouse in Key West, FL

Donated By: Greg Sbrocco 

Estimated Value: $3,000

Relax like a COO (Chief Operations Officer). RELAX, 
UNWIND, & HAVE FUN for 7 days at a two-bedroom 
townhouse in KEY WEST! Thank you, Greg Sbrocco.
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5.  Two Tickets to UFC in New Jersey & 100,000 
Air Miles American Airlines
Donated by: Marty Thomas, Bob Mulvin, Bob Bremmer 
& Make-A-Wish  

The lucky winning bidder can choose a 7 night stay at either 
of two Enjoy flying to vacation? 100,000 miles with American 
Airlines donated by the Make-A-Wish foundation plus 2 
tickets to the UFC Fighting Championship in NJ on June 1, 
2024. Donated by Wabtec’s Marty Thomas, Bob Mulvin, 
and Bob Bremmer

Estimated Value: $2,100

 

6. Dream Racing in Vegas 

Donated By: Niki Theopolis

Estimated Value: $2,000

Burn off some stress on the track in Vegas! Experience 4 laps in each 
of the following:  Porsche 911 Turbo, Lamborghini Huracan 
Performance, Mercedes AMG GTR, and Ferrari 488 GTB + $500 of 
flight credit donated by Niki Theophilus

Valid a year from March 5, 2024

8. Chicago Cubs Vacation Package VS Diamondbacks

Donated by:  Medhat Farag-Rizkalla 

Estimated Value: $1,500

These are premium seats, excellent games, and 
outstanding accommodations in Chicago 4 tickets in 
Section/Aisle 226 Row 3 seats 1-4 Saturday, July 20th 
CUBS vs. Diamondbacks including two nights Chicago 
Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile Friday and 
Saturday night. Donated by Medhat Farag-Rizkalla. 

 

7. Chicago Cubs VS Cardinals Vacation Package

Donated by:  Medhat Farag-Rizkalla 

Estimated Value: $1,300

These are premium seats, excellent games, and outstanding 
accommodations in Chicago 4 tickets in Section/Aisle 226 
Row 3 seats 1-4 Saturday, June 14 for the CUBS vs. 
Cardinals including two nights Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Magnificent Mile Friday and Saturday night. Donated by 
Medhat Farag-Rizkalla.
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9. Dinner with Brian Shepard

Donated by: Brian Shepard 

Estimated Value: Priceless 

Looking to source the best Dinner in town? Winner 
will join Brian Shepard for dinner. 

10. Shop Tour & Locomotive ride, Erie

Donated By: John Singleton

Estimated Value: Priceless

Learn more about the Locomotives we build and where we 
build them. Take a tour around the Erie plant and get to 
take a ride on a locomotive with John Singleton! 

11. One week stay at Oyster Bay Beach Resort at St. 
Maarten

Donated by: Liz Scuillo

Estimated Value: $2,000

Be pampered perfectly with ocean views, white sand beach, and 
amenities galore. Enjoy one week stay for two people at Oyster 
Bay Beach Resort St Maarten!

12. Dinner with Rafael Santana

Donated By: Rafael Santana

Estimated Value: Priceless

Ever wanted to know what happens at the top of this 
great business? Winner will join Wabtec CEO Rafael 
Santana for dinner. 
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13.  Apple Basket

Donated by:  GRR Team

Estimated Value: $2,000

This gift basket full of cutting-edge technology from Apple 
contains the following:

Apple Watch SE (2nd Gen) GPS & Cellular 44mm – 
Starlight Alum Cases and Band M/L

Apple MacBook Air 13.3 with Retina Display, M1 Chip 
with 8-Core CPI and 7-Core GPU, 16 GB Memory, 512 

GB SSD Space Gray

Apple AirPods Pro

2022 Apple TV 4K WiFi with 64GB Storage 
(3rd Generation)

14. Piece of Art Work

Donated by : Make-A-Wish

Estimated Value:  Priceless

 One-of-a-kind art piece created by a member of 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation who is present at 
the event

 

15. South Carolina Timeshare for a week+ 2 Delta Flights

Donated by:  John Young and Delta Airlines

Estimated Value: $1,500

South Carolina Timeshare here to make a perfect Summer 
vacation! Enjoy a week’s stay in August at Myrtle Beach 
Resort SND for 4 guests. Includes two Delta tickets.

Booked August 10-17, 2024
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16. Bucket’s Sportfishing Charters Gift Certificate

Donated by:  Justin and Candra Downs

Estimated Value:  $1,200

 With this gift certificate from Erie's largest fishing charter 
fleet, you and five friends can take the ultimate fishing trip 
out on the 40ft Viking "My Sara" - The Flagship of the 
Buckets Fishing Charters Fleet!

Expires 11-1-24

17. Bionic Robot Dog

Donated by : Eric Gebhardt

Estimated Value:  $900

 HIWONDER Quadruped Bionic Robot Dog. PuppyPi is 
an AI vision quadruped robot driven by Raspberry Pi CM4 
4GB and built on the Robot Operating System (ROS). 
Wide range camera, rapid rotation speed, and more! 

18. Piece of Art Work

Donated by:  Boys & Girls Club 

Estimated Value: Priceless

One-of-a-kind art piece created by a member of 
the Boys and Girls Club who is present at the 
event

 

19. Laurel Valley Golf Getaway

Donated by : Dave DeNinno

Estimated Value:  $2,000

 Enjoy a foursome with golf, caddies, lunch, and 
cocktails included at the exclusive Laurel Valley Golf 
Club. Donated by Dave DeNinno

Subject to available dates, email club for details
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20. Private Chef Dinner with Shef Shaun Forsett

Donated by: Joanna Rodriguez

Estimated Value: $1,500+

Up to 10 guests; Winner pays costs of food + gratuity; Shef 
Shaun offers customized menus uniting appetizing and 
artful cuisine with healthier yet still flavorful options. Enjoy 
a 360 experience of beauty, aroma, and tastes that invoke 
memories. With seasonal menus and internationally 
inspired food, who needs a restaurant? Notable clients – 
Juju Smith Schuster, Marcus Gilbert, Alicia Keys and 
Terrell Edmunds

Winner pays costs of food + gratuity

21. PGA Gateway for Two

Donated By: Shriners Children’s

Estimated Value: $3,700

Enjoy PGA TOUR golf at it’s finest, in Las Vegas! Many of the 
world’s top golfers compete and earn FedExCup points in the 
Shriners Children’s Open, a professional, charitable 
tournament, benefiting it's namesake. The tournament, held at 
the beautiful TPC Summerlin, is the third event of the PGA 
TOUR's FedExCup season.

Package Includes: (2) VIP Suite Tickets for each day of 
tournament. Air-conditioned hospitality overlooking the 18th 
green, with food/beverage. $500 gift card for travel

Tournament held October 14-20, 2024

22. One Week Stay at Lake Norman

Donated By: Craig Chamberlin

Estimated Value: $5,000

Enjoy a week at Lake Norman, North Carolina in a 

beautiful lake house. House sleeps up to 20 people. 

Donated by Craig Chamberlin

Booking Period: September 15 – March 31

Booking done through Craig Chamberlin
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SPONSORS
Platinum:
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Gold:



Page 39



Page 40



Page 41

Corporate Benefit Solutions
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Silver: 
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Bronze:
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Lawrence Park Athletic Indiana Tool and Mfg. Co., Inc.
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Copper:

Tecklane Manufacturing Inc

Diamond Manufacturing Company

Supreme Lake Manufacturing

Thermo Heating Elements, LLC

WORKDAY INC

Goyal Enterprises

Dr. E. Horn GmbH and Co., KG

Eastern Connector Specialty
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America II Electronics LLC

Electrolock, Inc.

Moore Addison

Elasto Proxy Inc

Graphie 222 Inc

IPS Packaging

Thompson Filtration Products Inc

Window Wiper Technologies, Inc
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Pontoon Solutions

Navan

Ohio Steel Sheet and Plate, Inc.
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ABOUT BIDS FOR KIDS

Bids for Kids is a charitable, volunteer-based 
organization that is committed to enriching the lives 
of the children in Western, PA. Our aim is to raise 
awareness and funds for Make-A-Wish, Shriners 

Children’s Erie, and The Boys & Girls Clubs of Erie 
and Western PA through benefit events available to 

all kids. All proceeds raised by our volunteers go 
directly to the local children’s organizations to 

promote health, well-being, and education while 
inspiring youth to fulfill their dreams. 

Hosted & Sponsored by:
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